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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______ Joseph Rodrigues ___________________Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  _______W. Minot Wood_____________Emilie Schuler_________Catherine Childs
Meeting Minutes
August 4, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, David Mercer, Marianne Iarossi, Catie Childs, Joe Rodrigues, Brandon Parks (Associate Commissioner)
Staff: Pam Helinek
Public Hearings
Priest Street Lot 2A, 190-0596, Continued NOI
Present: Isaac Low, Dan Wells (Goddard Consulting)
Abutters: Jose and Maria Silva (24 Marychris Dr), Gail and Luis Dannenfels (22 Marychris Dr), Colin Parham (18 Priest St)

The applicant submitted a new plan showing elevations, moving the house slightly further from the floodplain, and showing the trees to be cut.  The applicant also submitted a list of 14 trees, 6 inches or greater in diameter, proposed to be cut. Two are Norway Maples, the others are native species including red maple, ash, American elm, and two very large red oak.  The plan does not show the second new house as requested.  The applicant said that the second house is completely out of Riverfront Area and floodplain. 
Town code requires that the basement of a building be a minimum of 6” above floodplain elevation.  The proposed house is 9” above floodplain elevation.

Paul Byrne read comments from Emilie Schuler who could not attend the meeting. The comments expressed concern with the delineation, which was done in February and concern about the floodplain.  The comments also ask for the measured ground water level at the location of the proposed septic system, and expressed concern about potential impact on the Assabet River. 
Dan Wells of Goddard Consulting said that he had reviewed the delineation in the field, that the bank of the river is very clear, and that the flagged BVW is at most off by a couple of feet in a few places.  

The Commission questioned why so many trees were proposed to be cut.  Some are very close to the house; the others are to create a small yard.  Marianne Iarossi requested that fewer trees be cut or that the applicant propose mitigation plantings.  
Abutter Colin Parham of 18 Priest Street said that three houses at the end of the street use town sewer.  They have an “Environment One System” that pipes waste water to the town sewer lines on Main Street.

Paul Byrne requested that Pam Helinek and the applicant talk to DPW to determine if it is possible for the new house to pipe into town sewer.  He also requested that no trees be cut beyond 30 feet from the house.  
Paul Byrne moved to continue the hearing to August 18 at 7:00.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 4-0-1.

Administrative Business
Minutes – June 30, 2016

Paul Byrne moved to accept the minutes from June 30, 2016, second by Catie Childs, vote 4-0-1.
Update – Foaming in brook at Juniper and Chapin 

DPW has inspected all the houses with possible illicit connections except for one which is not responding to the certified mailing.  They found no problems in the houses they inspected.  If the final house does not respond, they will block the outlet from the house.
Update – Danforth Falls Conservation Land
Pam Helinek and Marianne Iarossi attended the Community Preservation Commission meeting.  The CPC approved $3600 to expand and improve the parking lot at Danforth Conservation land.  The CPC suggested future requests to pave the parking lot and perform trail maintenance at Danforth, and also to build a parking lot and create trails at the Gerwick property.
Discussion – Mullin Rule

The Planning Board is considering asking Town Meeting to adopt the Mullin Rule and wants to know if the Conservation Commission is in support.  Paul Byrne asked if the Mullin Rule would allow remote attendance to meeting, which he does not support.  Pam Helinek thought that the Mullin Rule only allowed members who missed a hearing to vote if they listened to a recording, but that she would research the Mullin Rule and report to the Commission. 
Adjournment

Paul Byrne moved to adjourn at 8:00 PM.  Second by Catie Childs, vote 5-0-0.
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